
I will be praying the following litany at noon on Monday, 

June 1
st
, from the front steps of St. Thomas. We will follow by 

ringing the Church bell. I invite you to come and park in our 

parking area across the street from St. Thomas to join in this 

prayer and bear witness to the grief of all who have suffered 

so much loss during this pandemic.  

Love in Christ, Rev. Linda Suzanne +  

Litany for National Day of Mourning and Lament 

     God of all mercies, we come before you rending our hearts (Joel 2:13) in humility 

and acknowledging our dependence on you. We lift our prayers for all those who have 

died from COVID-19, and we grieve with those whose lives are forever changed by 

the deaths of their loved ones.   

     God of all comfort, our only help in time of need, be present in your goodness 

with all who continue to suffer because of sickness and grief caused by this pandemic 

or any illness.  

     Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of the sheep, you gather the lambs in your arms 

and carry them in your bosom; we commend to your loving care all who have died. 

And we commend to your care all who continue to suffer in this mortal life, that they 

may be consoled and strengthened by your love, through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. (BCP p. 458 adapted) 

     Sanctify this time of suffering O Lord, that our sense of weakness during this 

pandemic may add strength to our faith and a due seriousness to our repentance. Be 

near us in this time of grief and pain. Receive the souls of the departed into the light 

of your eternal love. Give those who remain strength and courage to look forward in 

expectant hope toward a day of healing and hope. (BCP p. 460-461 adapted) 

     Looking forward to a new day of healing and restoration, we acknowledge to you 

Almighty God, our sins and faults in these words of confession: 



Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

     We acknowledge also this teaching by our Lord Jesus Christ and his gift to us of 

the Holy Spirit to equip us to live as we ought: 

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel:  
The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your  
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your  
mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: Love  
your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment  
greater than these."    Mark 12:29-31 

 

     Remind us, O God, that true absolution lies in amendment of life and our 

willingness to turn in humble obedience from doing our own will to seeking yours 

through the help and counsel of your Holy Spirit.  

     We commend to your loving care all the departed; that they may be received into 

your glorious light and continue in the work of your kingdom. Wrap those who 

remain in your compassionate love through the work and service of your one body, 

the Church.   

     Receive the departed into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of 

everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. May the souls 

of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. (BCP P. 465) 


