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The Liturgy of the Word 

BCP – The Book of Common Prayer, H – The Hymnal 1982 
 

 

Opening Hymn                         Welcome, happy morning!                                                      H 179 
 

 "Welcome, happy morning!" age to age shall say: 
 hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today! 
 Lo! the dead is living, God for evermore! 
 Him their true Creator, all his works adore! 
 "Welcome, happy morning!" age to age shall say. 
 

Opening Acclamation 
 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
 

People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Song of Praise                                    Benedictus es, Domine                                                  S236 
 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; 
you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the 
radiance of your holy Name; 
we will praise you and 
highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; 
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the cherubim; 
we will praise you and 
highly exalt you for ever. 
Glory to you, beholding the depths; 
in the high vault of heaven, 
glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
we will praise you and 
highly exalt you for ever. 

 

Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
 

People And also with you. 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 



 

Collect 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us 
the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, 
may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Word of God 
 

First ReadingActs 10:34-43 
 

Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.  That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:  how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all 
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the 
third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach 
to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All 
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24                                           Confitemini Domino                                   BCP 760 
 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 
 his mercy endures for ever. 
2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
 "His mercy endures for ever." 
14 The LORD is my strength and my song, * 
 and he has become my salvation. 
15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
 in the tents of the righteous: 
16 "The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! * 
 the right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
 the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!" 
17 I shall not die, but live, * 
 and declare the works of the LORD. 
18 The LORD has punished me sorely, * 
 but he did not hand me over to death. 
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
 I will enter them; 
 I will offer thanks to the LORD. 
20 "This is the gate of the LORD; * 



 he who is righteous may enter." 
21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
 and have become my salvation. 
22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
 has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the LORD’s doing, * 
 and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 On this day the LORD has acted; * 
 we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
 

Second ReadingColossians 3: 1-4 
 

 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 

God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. 
 
When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in 

glory. 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn                          Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.       H 178 
 

 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Give Praise to his Name. 
 Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
 He is the King of creation. 
                  Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 

Gospel                                                                                                                  Matthew 28:1-10 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went 
to see the tomb.And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from 
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothing white as snow.  For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men.But the angel 
said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is 
not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where helay.Then go quickly and tell 
his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 
you will see him.’ This is my message for you.”So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, 
took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 
 



Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon                                                    The Reverend Linda Suzanne C. Borgen 
 
The Nicene Creed                                                          BCP 358 
 

All say together 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Prayers of the People                                                          BCP 388 
 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name 
may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 
honor one another and serve the common good. 
Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of others and to your honor and glory. 
Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love 
one another as he loves us. 
Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, remembering especially today those on 
our parish prayer list and all those in the world who are suffering due to COVID-19. Be with all who risk 

their own health to care for them. Give them courage and hope and bring them the joy of your salvation.  

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray 
that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Collect 
 
Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask:Help us to ask only what accords with 
your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness cannotask, grant us for the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 



Confession of Sin                                                                          BCP 360 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

The people kneel as they are able. 

Confession of Sin 
 

All say together 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Absolution                                                                    BCP 360 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 

People And also with you 
 

 
  



 

The Holy Communion 
 

Offertory  
 

The Priest says 
 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. Psalm 50:14 
**(See final page for offering information)** 
 
Piano Meditation                                                      Gary Mather 

 

Doxology                                                                             H 380, v 3 
 

The Great Thanksgiving                                                         BCP 372 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
 

People  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
 

People  We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 

People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, 
dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and source of all 
goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the 
splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; 
and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and 
giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 
 

Sanctus                                                                                                                                         S130 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people stand or kneel. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues: 
 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You 
formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our 
Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you 
did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you 
we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets 
you taught us to hope for salvation. Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time 
you sent your only Son to be our Savior.  



 

Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the 
poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill 
your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the 
whole creation new. 
 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the 
Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to 
fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, hisheavenly Father, having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent 
among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in 
glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and 
we bless you. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
 
The Celebrant continues 
 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon 
these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life 
and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that all who share this 
bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your 
Name. 
 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. 
Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. And grant that we may find our inheritance 
with Thomas, and all the saints, who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union 
with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and 
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to pray, 
 
 



 
 
People and Celebrant 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
 

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

Celebrant  
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Look on them in remembrance that Christ died for you,  
and feed on him in your hearts by faith,with thanksgiving. 
 
Communion Hymn                                        Hail thee festival day                                      H 175 
 

Hail thee, festival day! 
blest day that art hallowed forever; 
day where-on Christ arose, 
breaking the kingdom of death. 

Lo, the fair beauty of earth, 
from the death of the winter arising! 
Every good gift of the year 
now with its Master returns. 

Hail thee, festival day! 
blest day that art hallowed forever; 
day where-on Christ arose, 
breaking the kingdom of death. 

Rise from the grave now, O Lord, 
the author of life and creation. 



Treading the pathway of death, 
new life you give to us all: 

Hail thee, festival day! 
blest day that art hallowed forever; 
day where-on Christ arose, 
breaking the kingdom of death. 

Celebrant and people together, in place of the Post-Communion Prayer 
 
Lord of the Feast, we thank you for gathering us as your people. We call to remembrance the many 
times we have been fed at your table, and we wait with joyful expectation until we again share the 
bread of life and cup of salvation. Be present Lord Jesus as you were present with your disciples; may 
your Holy Spirit sustain us and all your Church. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that 
we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our 
Savior. We ask this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

May this Easter season find your hope renewed and your heart filled with love for God and all those 
He calls you to serve. May you know the love of Christ more deeply and find your faith strengthened. 
And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be upon you and remain with you 
always. Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn                                Jesus Christ is risen today                                          H 207 
 

1  Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

 

2  Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

 

3  But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! 
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 

 

4  Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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