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Readings        

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:22-30; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 

 

 

     Sometimes we limit our thoughts about Abraham’s faith being reconciled to 

him as righteousness to the promise of Isaac’s birth, but God’s promises to 

Abraham included so much more than this.   

     Abraham’s righteousness of faith related to Abraham conducting his life 

according to the covenant relationship he shared with God. And we see this faith 

displayed in so many moments of Abraham’s life. 

     One of the ways we see Abraham’s ‘righteousness of faith’ is evidenced is in 

his trust in the Lord as his provider. When Abraham and Lot were deciding who 

would settle in what region, once their shared land was not sufficient for 

supporting both their families, Abraham allowed his nephew Lot to choose his land 

first.  

     Custom would have demanded that Abraham, as the elder of the two, would 

have first choice, but Abraham, being confident that God would be with him, was 

generous and gracious in this process. Abraham had full confidence that God 

would be with him regardless of the land apportioned to him. 

     Abraham did not grasp at the law, but approached this decision from a 

perspective oftrust in God’s care for him (Genesis 13:8-12). And the Lord blessed 

Abraham not because Abraham argued for himself, or because Abraham prioritized 

his own interests over those of others, but because Abraham trusted in the Lord to 

take care of him.  

     We find similar moments throughout Abraham’s walk with God, such as when 

the king of Sodom instructed Abraham to keep the goods from his conquest when 

he rescued his nephew Lot (Genesis 14:13-24).  Abraham answered the king of 

Sodom, “I have sworn to the Lord, God Most High, maker of heaven and earth, 
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that I would not take a thread or a sandal-thong or anything that is yours so that 

you might not say, ‘I have made Abram rich.”Abraham was careful to 

acknowledge the Lord, and the Lord alone, as his provider and sustainer.  

     We also find Abraham consistently honoring the Lord through a spirit of awe 

and gratitude. Abraham built altars to worship and honor the Lord not just when he 

finally settled in the land of Canaan, but all along the journey. 

     Genesis 12 begins with the Lord telling Abraham, “Go from your country and 

your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make 

of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you 

will be a blessing.” Abraham built altars to the Lord allalong his route as he 

traveled. Genesis 12:6 says Abram built an altar in Shechem at the oak of Moreh, 

then traveling on, when Abram reached a place between Bethel and Ai, again, 

Abram built an altar to the Lord (Genesis 12:8). 

     Again and again we find Abraham living out of the faith he claimed in his 

covenant relationship with the Lord. Abraham’s faith was reckoned as 

righteousness because he lived his life in conversation with the Lord and in 

obedience to the Lord’s will through a steadfast trust. 

     Now I want us to take this understanding of Abraham’s journey of faith and 

listen once more to these words from Paul’s letter to the Romans, “Now the words, 

‘it was reckoned to him,’ were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It 

will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 

dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 

justification.” 

      What Paul is saying is that our faith in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, for 

our sake, will be reckoned unto us as righteousness just as Abraham’s faith was to 

him. And this faith is evidenced through our lived trust in the Lord, through a 

faithful belief in our covenant relationship with God that moves us forward toward 

a hopeful tomorrow anchored in God’s promises to us.  

     Our faith is reckoned as righteousness and justification when we live our lives 

according to God’s promises made to us in Jesus. When, forgetting all else, we 

dedicate our lives to journeying with God.  

    Remember these words that God spoke to Abram in Genesis 12:1, “Go from 

your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show 

you.” In other words, the Lord told Abram, give up your life, and your vision of 
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what the future should be, and follow me. Place your trust in my promises to you, 

step by step, moment by moment. Trust me enough to leave the past behind you.  

   This is the very thing Jesus asks of us also. Jesus tells us to leave those things 

behind that would distract us from the work of evangelism, from our continuing, 

through the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit, the work Jesus began during 

His earthly ministry. 

     We often think of taking up our cross as meaning accepting suffering for the 

gospel’s sake; sometimes we even think of it as meaning we are to suffer without 

complaining or giving voice to our pain and anguish to others and to God.  

     But if we take the story of Abraham, and his faith unto righteousness, and apply 

it to this commissioning Jesus gives us in this passage from Mark, we find a deeper 

meaning. God called Abraham to leave his past behind him and take up a journey 

into a new and unknown land by faith, and Abraham laid aside his former identity 

and took up this mantle of God’s call on his life. 

     We are called to do the same. Losing our life means surrendering our will to 

God, completely. Taking up our cross means we are to take up the work of 

furthering God’s Kingdom that is ours to do.  

     What if bearing our cross has as much to do with waking each morning and 

asking God to help us lay aside our desires and ego for His gospel’s sake as it does 

with enduring suffering or persecution. What if bearing our cross has less to do 

with extraordinary moments, and more to do with living out our covenant 

commitment to God in the ordinary routine of our days. Taking up our own work 

of carrying the story of the cross to the world can be even more difficult when we 

aren’t in the midst of crisis or suffering. 

     We are beginning to catch a glimpse of the ordinary once more as we see a faint 

glimmer of an end to this season we have been in. But like Abraham, we are still 

on our journey. And like Abraham, we are called to continue walking on with a 

faith that bespeaks our confidence in the One who has called us to embark on this 

pilgrim journey as God’s own people. We are called to take up the cross and hold it 

before the world as the sign and symbol of God’s promise of redemption and 

reconciliation for all who believe in Jesus Christ. 

    We are called to take up our cross and lift it high, knowing that the Holy Spirit 

will take our faithfulness and make it a beacon of light in the darkness of this 

hurting world. Amen.  

 


