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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Introit             Light the Light, the Fire of Life         St. Thomas Choir 
 

Advent Wreath Lighting 
 

Opening Hymn                Prepare the way, O Zion                           H 65  
 
 

Opening Acclamation                                             BCP 355 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Celebrant 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Trisagion                                                                                                       S 102 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us.  
 

Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Collect 
 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for 
our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy 
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading Malachi 3:1-4 
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- indeed, he is 
coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 
present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 16                        BCP 92 
 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
that he would save us from our enemies, * 

from the hands of all who hate us. 
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He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Second Reading Philippians 1:3-11 
 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers 
for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of 
this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 
Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all 
of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation 
of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 
And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to 
help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of 
God.  
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Hymn     On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry                H 76 
 

Gospel Luke 3:1-6 
 

Celebrant     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, 
and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 
and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 
came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made 
low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall 
seethe salvation of God.'" 
 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon                     The Reverend Linda Suzanne C. Borgen  

The Nicene Creed                                                    BCP 358 
All say together 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People             Form VI                  BCP 392 

The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For [N. our Presiding Bishop, and N. (N.) our Bishop(s); and for] all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
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For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions 
 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
 

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Leader and People 
 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant concludes with an absolution or a suitable Collect. 
 

Absolution                                               BCP 360 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 

The Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

The Announcements 
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The Holy Communion 
 

Offertory  
 

The Priest says 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.  
Ephesians 5:2 
 

(Offerings may be mailed, given to the church office, or given securely online at www.stthomasgreenville.org) 
 

Offertory        People Look East           St. Thomas Choir 
 

Doxology                                                        H 380 vs 3 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
O praise Him! Alleluia! 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  A-men 
 
 

The Great Thanksgiving                                     BCP 361 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  
People  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 
life.  

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 

Sanctus                                                                                                                    S 130 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues: 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. At the following words concerning the 
bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup, to 
hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

http://www.stthomasgreenville.org/
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament 
of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that 
we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 
put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with [                          and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 
author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

Celebrant and People 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

Celebrant     Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People            Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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Celebrant  
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words 
 

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation [Amen.] 
 

Communion Hymns                      Choir and Congregation 
 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying                              H 75  
Comfort, comfort ye my people                 H 67 
 

 

Prayer for Lay Eucharistic Visitor  
 

Celebrant In the name of this congregation and our Lord Jesus Christ, we send you forth bearing 
these holy gifts, so that those to whom you go share with us in this Holy Communion of Christ’s 
Body and Blood.  

 

    People For we who are many are one body, because we all share one bread and one cup. 
 

Post-Communion Prayer                BCP 366 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
Celebrant blesses the congregation saying 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and 
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn                          The Lord will come and not be slow                  H 462 
 

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Postlude 
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St. Thomas Prayer List 
December 5, 2021 

 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  
 

Parishioners: Midge Bennett; Richard Boulay; Sarah Creech; Brittany Dobbs; Anne Feathers; Ceil 
Hamilton; Norma Hartman; Cissi Jones; Larry Lehman; Gary Mather; Rosa McGowin; Marion 
Norman; Suzie Snow; Kathleen Stabler; Mickey Worthington.  
 

Family and Friends of Parishioners: Mary Ann Arierson; Ed & Hope Hendricks-Bacon; Lydia 
Bailey; Kim Ballard; Susan Bargainer; Emma Black; Everette Black; Janet Brolund; Teresa Brown; 
Barrett Bush; Bryan Byrwa; Tony & Peggy Campolo; Anne Bailey Cates; Sarah Sewell Chapman; 
Lincoln Chesser; Deborah Crews; David Deal; Lou Elliott; Dale Gates; Ethan Gentry; Melanie 
Gentry; Lucy Gosa; Teresa Green; Jeremiah Hamm; Johnny &  Deanna Hamm; Butch & Cass 
Hamrick; Deacon Hatton; Hattie Grace Holcomb; Pamela Holp; Brenda Hudgens; Van Huggins; 
Velma Huggins; Chalice Hutchins; Charlie Jernigan; Kirk Johnson; Mark Keebler; Candace Lee; Carol 
Ann Lemkau; Virginia Matthews; Roland McClune; Darren McGilberry; Donnie & Mary Helen 
McGough; Lucrecia Middleton; Michael Moore; Kay Thagard Newman; Michael Owens; Glenda & 
Haywood Parrish; Carter & Torey Peavy; Jasmine Presley; Elizabeth Renner; David Simpson; Priscilla 
Solomons; Edna Steen; Edwin Steimling; Edwin-Clair Steimling; Christi Stewart; Troy Stinson; 
Ethelyn Morgan Thompson; Gale Till; Dusk Tucker; Micah Waddell; Ellen Warren; MaryEllen 
Warren; Tere Williamson. In the Diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for Grace Church, Panama City 
Beach, and for the prison ministry of the Bay County Jail, Panama City. 
 

 
 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Sunday, December 12th -The Third Sunday of Advent 
8:30 a.m.-Breakfast 
9:00 a.m.-Children and Adult Sunday School 
9:40 a.m.-Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 a.m.-Worship 
11:15 a.m.-Choir Practice 

 

Wednesday Evenings During Advent: December 8th, and 15th 
We will gather at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday evenings during the season of Advent to pray an Advent 
devotion together and share a simple meal in the parish hall. Soup and drinks will be provided. You 
may bring bread or a dessert to share.  
 

Sunday, December 12th, 3:00 p.m.- Children’s Christmas party in the parish hall. 
 

Monday, December 13th, 5:30 p.m.- Vestry meeting in the parish hall.  
 

Wednesday, December 15th 11:00 a.m.- ECW Christmas brunch at the Crosby home. 
 

Wednesday, December 22nd 5:30 p.m. – We will share our simple supper, then turn down the lights 
and heat up some hot chocolate. We will be watching the short, animated movie, ‘The Small One,’ the 
story of a small donkey on a night like no other. We will then listen to a recording of “The Littlest 
Angel.”  This story was played on the radio every Christmas Eve for many years in Dothan beginning 
in the 1940s through the 1960s. 
 

Friday, December 24th 5:30 p.m.- Christmas Eve Service with Holy Eucharist Rite II 
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Saturday, December 25th 11:00 a.m.- Christmas Day Service with Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 

Registration for Cursillo #166 is now open. The dates are January 20-23, 2022. Please see Bill & 
Magoo Hamilton, Rev. Linda Suzanne or visit https://www.coastalpilgrims.com/ for more 
information. Covid Precautions- With the uncertainty of the surging and declining of Covid 19 
infections, we are asking that all pilgrims and staff be vaccinated. 
 

Food Pantry Update- Donations of non-perishable items needed. Drop items off by the office or 
leave in the parish hall. Donation ideas include: Small bags of grits, rice, dried beans, oatmeal, pasta, 
canned goods… 
 

Happy Birthday this week: 
June Bell, December 6 

Staci Anderson, December 8 
Tom Braxton, December 9 

 
 
 

Worship Leaders Today 
Cemira Powell, Lay Assist Minister 

Janis Odom, Lay Reader 
Altar Guild 

Ann Garrett, Lori Neilson, Janis Odom 
Ed McFerrin, Usher 

Cemira and Clay Powell, AV Tech 
Tammi Edwards, Lay Eucharistic Visitor 

 


