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Guidelines for in-person worship: Masks must be worn. A 6 ft. social distance 
should be maintained, except by family groups. Please refrain from singing. 
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Second Candle - The Candle of Peace 
The Prophets Who Foretold the Birth of Jesus 

 

Prelude 
 

Advent Candle Lighting 
 

Leader: Today we observe the Second Sunday of Advent and we light the Candle of Peace.  
 

Last Sunday we lit the First Candle in our Advent Wreath, and celebrated the patriarchs, this First 
Candle reminds us of our hope in Jesus Christ. 
 

(A person lights the First Candle, the Candle of Hope). (Blue). 
 

Today we light the Second Candle of Advent, the Candle of Peace. We remember the prophets 
who spoke of the birth of a Savior who would be born a king in the line of King David. The 
prophet Isaiah called the coming Savior "the Prince of Peace." 
 

Jesus taught people the importance of being peace-makers, and he will bring everlasting peace 
when he comes again. We light the Candle of Peace to remind us that Jesus is the Prince of Peace 
and that through him peace is found.  
 

(A person lights the Second Candle, the Candle of Peace). (Blue). 
 

As we look upon the light of this candle, we celebrate the peace we find in Jesus Christ. 
 

Leader: Let us pray:  
 

Lord Jesus, Light of the World, the prophets said you would bring peace and save your people. 
Give peace in our hearts this Advent season. We ask for the Holy Spirit to be with us as we wait for 
your second coming. Help us today, and every day, to worship you, to hear your word, and to do 
your will by sharing your peace with each other and all the world. We ask this in the name of the 
one who was born in Bethlehem. Amen. 
 

Introit:     Light the light, the fire of life 
(Choir sings at the lighting of the Advent Wreath) 
     Chorus:  
             Light the light, the fire of life, let the candle reveal His glory. 
             Jesus Christ has come to earth and for us shall come again. 
     Verse: 
             Light the candle of His peace, light the light of angels singing, 
             light the candle of His peace, light the light that shone that night. 
    Chorus: 
             Light the light, the fire of life, let the candle reveal His glory. 
             Jesus Christ has come to earth and for us shall come again. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

 
Opening Hymn    Prepare the way, O Zion        H 65 
 

Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley a level way appear. 
Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story. 
Oh, blest is Christ that came in God's most holy name. 
 

Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior's rule embrace. 
His tidings of salvation proclaim in every place. 
All lands will bow before him, their voices will adore him.  
Oh, blest is Christ that came in God's most holy name. 
 

Opening Acclamation                                               BCP 355 
 

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Celebrant 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Trisagion                                                                                                                    BCP 356 
 

Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy upon us. 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Collect 
 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way 
for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with 
joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from 
the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of 
the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and 
every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a 
plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the 
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mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people 
are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when 
the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower 
fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald 
of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do 
not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and 
his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock 
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead 

the mother sheep. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 85:1-2,8-13                      Benedixisti, Domine            BCP 708 
 

1 You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, * 
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 
and blotted out all their sins. 

8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 
that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 
and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

 

Second Reading 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of 
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.  
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud 
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it 
will be disclosed. Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought 
you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day 
of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt 
with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where 
righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be 
found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn         There’s a voice in the wilderness crying               H 75 
 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from the ways untrod:  
Prepare in the desert a highway, a highway for our God!  
The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills brought low;  
make straight all the crooked places, where the Lord our God may go! 
 

but the word of our God endureth, the arm of the Lord is strong; 
he stands in the midst of nations, and he will right the wrong. 
He shall feed His flock like a shepherd, the lambs he'll gently hold; 
to pastures of peace he’ll lead them, and bring them safe to his fold. 
 

Gospel Mark 1:1-8 
 

Celebrant       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet 
Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’” John the 
baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out 
to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He 
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Sermon              The Rev. Linda Suzanne Borgen 
 

The Nicene Creed                                                      BCP 358 
All say together 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People             Form IV                       BCP 388 
 

Intercessor  
Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your 
Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 
honor one another and serve the common good. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in 
the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and 
love one another as he loves us. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; remembering especially this day 
those on our parish prayer list, pg. 12, give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring 
them the joy of your salvation. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
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We commend to your mercy all who have died, we pray that your will for them may be fulfilled; 
and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Officiant 
 

Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now live by 
faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only 
Mediator and Advocate. Amen.   
 

Confession of Sin                                                       BCP 360 
 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All say together 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Absolution                                                 BCP 360 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
  

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you 
People And also with you 

 
The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord  

while observing social distancing guidelines. 
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The Holy Communion 
 

Offertory Sentence                BCP 376 
 

Officiant 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:2 

(Offerings may be placed in the alms basin before or after our worship, mailed or given to the church office, or given 
securely online at www.stthomasgreenville.org) 

 

Piano Meditation                      Gary Mather 
 

Doxology                                                     H 380, v 3 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, you heav'nly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving     Eucharistic Prayer B          BCP 367 
(The people remain standing). 
  

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People       We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People        It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

The Celebrant continues, 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin 
and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power 
and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing.  
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

Sanctus                                                                                             S 130 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The people stand or kneel. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.stthomasgreenville.org/
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The Celebrant continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 
of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People     Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 

The Celebrant says the following Invitation: 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, 
with thanksgiving. 
 

(The Celebrant will go out among the congregation to distribute consecrated, individually wrapped hosts for those 
desiring to receive Communion. We will observe distribution of Communion in one kind, which is recognized by the 
Church as Communion in full). 
 

The Bread is given to the communicants with these words 
 

The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.] 
 

Post-Communion Prayer                  BCP 365 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

Celebrant blesses the congregation saying 
 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn              The Lord will come and not be slow            H 462 
 

The Lord will come and not be slow, 
his footsteps cannot err;  
before him righteousness shall go,  
his royal harbinger. 
 

For great thou art, and wonders great 
by thy strong hand are done: 
thou in thy everlasting seat, 
remainest God alone. 
 

Dismissal 
 

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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St. Thomas Prayer List 
December 6, 2020 

 
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation.  
 
Parishioners: Midge Bennett; Richard Boulay; Brittany Dobbs; Ceil Hamilton; Cissi Jones; Gary 
Mather; Rosa McGowin; Marion Norman; Kenny Parker; Suzie Snow; Mickey Worthington.  
 
Family and Friends of Parishioners: Susan Bargainer; Toni Bass; Noah Batistelli; Brad Beasley; 
Jill Black; Kelley Black; Ric Brown; Tony & Peggy Campolo; Teresa Cascio; Anne Bailey Cates; 
Sarah Sewell Chapman; Deborah Crews; Yolanda Crenshaw; Joey Duncan; June Earnest; Juanita, 
Brian, and Susan Garrett; Dale Gates; Totsye Godwin; Rick Gosa; Teresa Green; Butch & Cass 
Hamrick; Deacon Hatton; Chalice Hutchins; Charlie Jernigan; Kirk Johnson; Eli Jones; Tamara 
Jones; Mike Lapeyrouse; Darla Martello; Roland McClune; Donnie & Mary Helen McGough; 
Cheryl McNaughton; Lucrecia Middleton; Kay Thagard Newman; Duane Ortego; Michael Owens; 
Haywood Parrish; Eisley Jane Phelps; John Sewell; Dale Simmons; Greg Smith; Edna Steen; Christi 
Stewart; Sandee Taylor; Hayden Tiery; Karen Troppman; Dusk Tucker; Micah Waddell; Ellen 
Warren; Susie Winters; Malcom Young; those affected by COVID-19 and those working on the 
ongoing efforts to address it, all victims of natural disasters; and in the Diocesan cycle of prayer in 
thanksgiving for the 50th Anniversary of the Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast, and for 
the prison ministry of the Bay County Jail, Panama City. 
 

     Please help us keep our prayer list current. 
Call (334.382.8914) or email (office@stthomasgreenville.org) 

our Parish Administrator with any updates by Wednesday of each week. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

   
TODAY! Annual meeting immediately following the morning worship. 
 

Tuesday, December 8th: City of Greenville Christmas Parade 6:30 p.m. Details about line up 
time and place will be coming soon.  
 

Wednesday December 9th & 16th: Advent Devotions 5:30 p.m.  
Please make plans to join us in the courtyard for our Advent Devotions. 
 

Sunday, December 13th: Holy Eucharist Rite II 10:00 a.m.  
In order to better help maintain the Diocesan and ADPH guidelines, please remember to RSVP to 
the office by Thursday of each week by noon. 

Christmas Services: Please call or email the office to RSVP 

Christmas Eve- 3:30 p.m. Outdoor Holy Eucharist Rite II 
    5:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Nave by rsvp. 

Christmas Day- 11:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II in the Nave by rsvp. 

 

Celebrating a Birthday December 6-12: 
June Bell – December 6; Staci Anderson – December 8; 

Tom Braxton – December 9 


